HISTORY OF

SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND

JOINT FORCES COMMAND

 

Special Operations Command Joint Forces Command (SOCJFCOM) traces its lineage to the Joint Unconventional Warfare Task Force Atlantic (JUWTFA),  a joint task force established in response to the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.  This task force, subordinate to the Commanding General of the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and located at Fort Bragg, N.C, was commanded by Brigadier General William P. Yarborough who also commanded the United States Army Center for Military Assistance. 

In response to the Holloway Report all theater special operations organizations were redesignated as special operations commands; thus JUWTFA was redesignated Special Operations Command Atlantic (SOCLANT) on 2 December 1983.  On 23 March 1987, SOCLANT was reorganized as a subordinate unified command of Atlantic Command.  In October 1988, USCINCLANT ordered the relocation of SOCLANT to Norfolk, Virginia to more closely integrate special operations and SOCLANT into Atlantic Command.  The command billet for SOCLANT was raised to flag officer level in 1994.     

 

In September 1994, SOCLANT established Joint Special Operations Task Force (JSOTF) 188 in Puerto Rico and in conjunction with a training camp for the International Police Monitors and Multinational Force Contingents participating in Operations Restore Democracy and Maintain Democracy.  Likewise, JSOTF 188 provided command and control of special operations forces operating in Haiti until January 1995.  These forces, while comprising only five to ten percent of the total force, controlled over 90% of the Haitian countryside.      

 

SOCLANT was redesignated as Special Operations Command Atlantic Command (SOCACOM) in 1995 in response to the reorganization and redesignation of USLANTCOM to United States Atlantic Command (USACOM).  This redesignation more accurately reflected SOCACOM’s relationship with USACOM and its role as SOF integrator.        

 

In October 99, USACOM was redesignated to U.S. Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM) to reflect its increased emphasis on joint force training and as the leader in the transformation of the United States Armed Forces to achieve Full Spectrum Dominance as described in Joint Vision 2020.  SOCACOM was subsequently redesignated as SOCJFCOM in November 1999 with the focus of enhancing special operations integration within joint force operations.      

 

Today SOCJFCOM continues to develop its capability to directly support  joint training and transformation - all with the intent of enhancing JTF and SOF effectiveness in joint, multinational, and interagency environments.    SOCJFCOM personnel are extensively prepared in terms of military professional training, assignments and doctrinal knowledge in both special operations and joint doctrine.  This extensive training, combined with their experiences,  enables the SOC to provide expert and relevant training support to our Nation’s warfighters around the world. 
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